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To 3 Bxecutive for IS ’

From i Asdstant Director for Operations

Subjeets Iraft of Informal Interdepartmantal forking Azreemont for the
Downgrading, Relsasing, and Publishing of Information fron
Captured Jerman ibcuments or Heproductions thereot,

1, It is the opinion of this Office theil the words "the Gentral
Intelligence Agency® should be inserted between the words "Hational
¥litary Zstablishment® sl the 3Jecrstary of “tate® ench time this
phrase ogcurs in Paragraph 2 of subject draft.,

2. Althoush the Central Intellizmnce Agency does not heve custody
of a large quantity of German documenta, 1i hes mssume< responsibillty
for the axplottation for intelligemce purposse of the sxtenmaive collec-
tions held by the Departments of the Army and Bavy. It has, therefore,

& dafinite interest in the demngrading, upgrading, or meintensnce of the
classification on sertain (erman documents and translations thereof. ir
a government agengy wishes to declassify & document in its custody which
hag intelliremce valus or *is considered to contein information of inter-
est" to the Central Inteliigence Agency, this agency should be conaulted
prior %o declassification and release of the document Tor private resesrch

or general publication.

3. Coucur in proposed draft, subject to the addition noted above,
and coneur strongly in the prineciple that the agency having custody of
captured documents has primary respensibility for declassification of
sane .,

h. Sugzest that the temms of referesnce of this draft should be, 18
possible, sxtended to include captured Japanese documents, sincs the Joint
Chiefs of Staff originslly had jurisdiction over all documents capturad by
UuS. military forces in the European and Far Zastemn theaters, and no clear
declassification diractives have been issued with respect to Far Eastarn
documents. Nitherto CIA has followed the general procadures laid down by
the report of the Japsnese Document Confarence issued by the War Department
on 15 Jamuary 1945. Thie report specified, however, "that tho Joint Jecurity
Control bhe charged with responsibility for praparing security procadures for
all agencies and services which deal with captured documents outside the
jurisdiction of the theaters", and no such procedures are known to have been
formalated iy the Joint Security Control, Alteration »f the proposed dralt
of the "Interdepertmentsl Working igreemenmt® to include Jdmpanese as well as
German documents would be of direct assistance to CIA, since this agemcy still
has custody of a largs nupber of Japanese documents, Foreign Documents
franch, 00, is responsible, therefors, for the correct classification of
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these docunents, and consequently receives freguent roguests far daoclanzi-
floation of material ander fts contrel, but lscke an sdeqguate dirsctiwe
on the subject from a2 higher avthority.

EWIN L. SIBERT
Brigedier Jeneral, USA
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